NRC INSPECTION MANUAL

PART 9900: 10 CFR GUI DANCE

50B_R. CFR
10 CFR 50, APPENDI X B
RESPONSI BI LI TY - REVI EW AND APPROVAL OF LI CENSEE QA PLANS FOR
OPERATI ON

A PURPOSE

The purpose of this guidance is to clarify the status of |icensee
QA plans for operation and to identify the NRC organi zations that
have responsibility for review ng the various segnents of such QA
pl ans.

B. BACKGROUND

The term@Aplanis normal ly used to descri be the overall QA package
t hat nust be prepared by a licensee to satisfy the requirenents of
10 CFR 50, Appendi x B, Quality Assurance Criteria for Nucl ear Power
Pl ants and Fuel Reprocessing Plants. This termis subdivided into
(1) the QA Programdescription (Docketed Program that is submtted
to NRRfor reviewand approval and (2) specific procedures, nornmally
called the QA Manual (s), that describe how the licensee wl|
inplement the commtnents in the NRR approved QA Program for
operation. The |licensee has the option of descri bing the proposed
QA Programin the Facility Safety Analysis Report or in a Topical
Report. Froma QAB/ NRR st andpoi nt, the review of both docunents is
essentially the sane.

C. STATUS - QA PROGRAMS FOR OLDER FACI LI TI ES (LI CENSED PRI OR TO
1973/ 74)

QA Prograns for operation that were approved for older facilities,
licensed prior to 1973/ 74, are slightly different than the QA
Prograns that were approved after that tinme period. These
differences result from the fact that the facilities had been
licensed prior to the inposition of the requirenents of 10 CFR 50,
Appendi x B. At that tinme NRC managenent nade a decision that the
ol der facilities would have to conply with QA Programrequirenents
delineated in the Rainbow Books, i.e., WASH 1284, Guidance on
Quality Assurance Requirenents During the Operations Phase of
Nucl ear Power Plants, and others that were distributed at a series
of regional conferences for licensees'. This nmanagenent deci sion
i ncluded a provisionthat facilities |licensed after this date would
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be required to upgrade their QA Prograns for operation to refl ect
new QA requi renent s devel oped by NRC as descri bed in inplenentation
sections of Regulatory Cuides, etc.

D. REVI EW RESPONSI BI LI TY

1. Initial Reviewand Approval of QAPlans. NRR/ QABi s responsi -
ble for the initial review and approval of the Iicensees QA
Program descri ption
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(Docket ed Program whi ch may be di scussed inthe SARor in a Topi cal
Report .

|Eis responsible for review ng those procedures (QA Manual)
t hat are devel oped by the licensee to i npl enent the QA Program
description (Docketed Program.

2. Review and Approval of Changes to QA Plan. NRR/ QAB is
responsible for reviewng and approving changes to the
Docketed QA Program Currently, there is no Regulatory
requirenment for |licensees to report such changes to NRR ot her
than as required by 10 CFR 50.59. To help correct this
situation, NRR is requesting licensees to nodify their
Docket ed QA Programto i nclude a comm tnent to submt changes
to the approved QA Programfor operationto NRRfor revi ewand
approval prior to inplenentation of the change. Wth regard
to Topical Reports, the current NRC letter to the |licensee
acknow edgi ng acceptance of such reports includes |anguage
that requires submttal of subsequent changes to NRR

3. 50.59 Review. Proposed changes to the QA Programdescription
inthe FSAR or the Topi cal Report referenced in the FSAR nust
be revi ewed by the |i censee t o ascertai n whet her the proposed
change i nvol ves an unrevi ewed saf ety question as described in
10 CFR 50.59. The | i censee nust al so mai ntai n records of such
reviews and docunent these changes in a report to the
Commi ssi on as described in 10 CFR 50.59(hb).

END
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